THURLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 8" June 2026 at Village Hall 7.30pm

Present

Clirs. Emma King (Chair), Doug Wright (vice Chair), Paul Jackson, Mick Erskine and Andy Whiting.
Gill Crossland (Clerk).
Chairperson noted that two vacancies are now available to fill urgently and invited anyone interested
in receiving further information on how to service the Community to contact the Clerk.
1. Apologies received and accepted - Ref 06/26/01
County Councillor George Boyd and ClIr. Andy Evans (Thurlton District Ward).
2. To receive Declaration of Interest — Ref 06/26/02
None received
3. Minutes of previous meeting — Ref 06/26/03
Annual Meeting of the Parish of Thurlton were circulated prior to meeting and agreed.
Thurlton Annual Parish Meeting Minutes were circulated prior to meeting agreed.
11" May 2026 Parish Council Minutes were circulated to all Councillors prior to meeting. These were agreed
by all council members.
Above Minutes proposed en bloc Cllr. Jackson, seconded by Cllr. Erskine. All hands in favour. All above
signed by Chairperson.
Cllr. King thanked Cllr. Jackson for his commitment to Thurlton Parish Council on his serving time as
Chairperson and appreciation in continuing his service as a Councillor.
4. Public Participation Session - Ref 06/26/03
There was two members of the public present. All Councillors introduced themselves to public.
One member of the public informed Council that he would not continue with his efforts to keep litter under
control in and around the village whilst walking his dogs and more residents needed to be encouraged to take
their litter home and dispose of responsibly. Council thanked member of the public for his efforts to control
the litter problem and advised that they are currently working on how to engage with the community to
encourage good behaviour.
Second member of the public was present on behalf of a resident on a planning issue. Chairperson clarified
that Parish Council comments on any planning matters were not only a voice for the Community but take into
account the suitability, advantages and disadvantages of all applications, however, any member of the public
can make a comment and are encouraged to do so as an individual.
Public participation at this point was closed
5. Matters Arising from previous Minutes - Ref 06/26/05
No matters arising.
6. County/District Councillors, Community Policing, Local Organisations, Clubs and Individuals
with specific responsibilities — Reports and Information - Ref 06/26/06
a) Thurlton Allotment Association members were not present to deliver a quarterly report as agreed.
b) Clerk had circulated a Report received from George Boyd, County Councillor Waveney Valley Division
prior to the meeting. (See appendix 1)
7. Management and Maintenance of P.C Assets — Ref 06/26/07
A member of the Village Hall Committee attended the meeting and urged the Parish Council to re-visit making
disabled parking of two places to the Village Hall more easily accessible. It had been noted by the new
Committee that considerable income has been lost by not being able to host the Polling Station events because
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of the access. This was also having an impact on the prospect of the Hall being hired for existing and new
enquiries.

Council expressed that this is something that had been investigated in great depth in the past with Highways
and was periodically on the agenda and re-visited. However, the Playing Field being owned by the Parish
Council have given permission for vehicles to drive over the playing field provided a Vehicle Movement Risk
Assessment for each movement was filed with the Clerk for insurance purposes. The Village Hall Committee
and Clerk hold a gate key and Risk forms for this purpose which enables the disabled parking spaces on the
field by the Village Hall to be accessed. The Parish Council are happy to work with the Village Hall Committee
who are currently looking into options and grants and will keep the Parish Council informed of developments.
Chairperson thanked Committee member for the up-date.

a)

b)

Clerk informed Council that there were no accidents reported for the Playing Field and the accident
book noted accordingly. Des continues to do a daily inspection of the filed voluntarily which is much
appreciated by Council.
It was agreed that the Asset register requires an update to include depreciation figures and this whould
be looked at by Clerk and Cllr. Wright. Agreeing the Asset Register would be carried forward to July
2026 meeting.
Councillors expressed gratitude to the few volunteers who responded to help with two sessions of TLC
work on the playing field recently lead by Councillors and Clerk.
A big thank you to Des, David, Clinton, Denise and Rob. Also to Marty and Wayne who will be
carrying out welding on the toddler see-saw and replacement of gate post from Queen's Head
entrance in due course. We couldn’t have done it without you ©
However, Councillors noted that the Playing field equipment was now of an age and required ongoing
maintenance beyond what Councillors can offer as volunteers, especially with two current Councillor
vacancies. Budgeting for a maintenance plan will be required which could result in a considerable
increase to our annual Precept payable by the parishioners of Thurlton unless the village would come
together to form a Playing Field Maintenance Committee. Clerk to enquire whether

e local parish/town councils have a Contract that we could possibly link in with to share costs

e Ascertain if a local tradesperson(s) would be able to tender to complete remaining

paintwork/maintenance jobs
e Enquire whether volunteers would come forward to form a Playing Field Maintenance
Committee

Also, a piece of equipment to replace the removed see-saw would be desirable but not within our current
budget. Clerk to look at grants and local support available. It was agreed that Thurlton Primary
School should be approached to enquire if schoolchildren could be involved with designing litter posters
to place around the village and, should funds become available, choosing a replacement piece of play
equipment.

Highways/Traffic Calming/Footpath Matters - Ref 06/26/08

SAM unit to be recharged and moved to another site.

8. Planning - Ref 06/26/09

Chairperson agreed to take a late Enforcement Order received from Planning
This section was closed to public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.



9. Finance Ref 06/26/10

£26.00 Clerks working from home monthly allowance
£265.52 Clerks Salary
£35.25 Re-imbursement of playing field supplies
The following paid by DD or debit card
£13.49 HP Ink Contract
£44.59 Playing Field TLC supplies
a) Cllr. King proposed payment of the above en bloc, seconded by Cllr. Wright. All hands in favour.
Payment sheet signed.
b) Accounts were agreed by all present
c) Clerk informed Councillors that Certificate of Exception was not eligible due to expenditure being in
access of £25,000
d) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/2026 was agreed by all present
e) Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 was agreed by all present and signed by Chairperson and
Clerk/RFO
f) The Accounting Statement 2025/26 was approved and signed by Chairperson and Clerk/RFO
g) Notice of Public Rights dates were agreed for 9" June — 20™ July 2026 was agreed by all present
h) Thurlton Parish Council Strategic Risk Register was agreed by all present
1) The Internal Financial Control was agreed by all present and signed
Cllr. Erskine proposed acceptance of items b-i en bloc, seconded by Cllr. Whiting. All hands in favour.
Clerk informed Council that the Internal Audit Report had been received. This would be discussed with Cllr.
Wright and a Report to be delivered to full Council in July 2026 meeting.

10. Correspondence — Ref 06/26/11
a) Norfolk County Council had confirmed that no specific date for a slurry seal scheme to deal with uneven
footway along the length of Links Way had been set. However, this location will be inspected again by
the Highway Technician for the parish upon their next visit to the area, to assess if any other works are
necessary to keep the footway safe prior to the slurry seal. Ref: 8775-6241-5409-9589

11. Date of next Meeting — Monday 13" July 2026. Thurlton Village Hall 7.30pm

SIGNEA. ..ot Date:  13% July 2026

Gill Crossland
PARISH CLERK
11, Hampton Ave, Thurlton NR14 6RH
TEL: 01508549987
E-MAIL: clerk@thurltonparishcouncil.gov.uk
WEB SITE: Thurltonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Thurlton Parish Council
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Appendix 1
Introduction This is my first monthly report as your new County Councillor. | am extremely honoured

that the residents of Waveney Valley have placed their trust in me, and | am ready to serve them with all
my energy and effort. Over the last few weeks since the election | have attended multiple Parish Council
meetings, and | will continue to do so throughout my tenure. In addition, | have been contacted by
individual residents about a wide variety of local concerns which they believe have been ignored for too
long, particularly around poor-quality infrastructure and speeding issues, many pertaining to the A143.
However, | suspect that despite the many conversations with residents | have already had there will still
be issues that | need to he made aware of and should be brought to my attention. As such, | implore
anyone who has not already contacted me, but has an issue which needs addressing, to please get in
contact via the contact details at the bottom of this report. Local Election Results 2026 These elections
were long overdue. Originally scheduled for May 2025, they were delayed by one year in 9 areas across
the UK on the pretence that planning for Local Government Re-Organisation and holding elections
presented too much of a logistical challenge. However, after the initial one-year postponement the
Government yet again considered pushing elections back again. Only after Reform UK launched a legal
challenge did the Government U-turn and allow the elections to proceed as they should this year.
Elections should always take place regardless of the political initiatives of the Government of the day.
Thank you to all those who voted on Thursday 7th May. Turnout was higher than usual in most divisions
throughout our county, and it was particularly pleasing to see so many young people and those who
have not previously participated engage and inform themselves about with the major issues facing
Norfolk. I hope this is a sign of things to come. A democracy cannot function without the people. The
election produced a major change in the council’s political balance. Reform UK emerged as the largest
party, while the previously dominant Conservatives experienced substantial losses. No single party won
an outright majority, so the council moves to No Overall Control. However, Reform UK is by far the
largest party and has formed an administration, which will work with councillors from other parties to
pass legislation where necessary. There are no plans for coalitions at this point. The political make-up of
the new council is as follows: ® Reform UK: 40 e Liberal Democrats: 13 ® Green: 12 ¢ Great Yarmouth
First: 9 e Conservatives: 8 ¢ Labour: 1 ¢ Independent: 1 Annual General Meeting / Full Meeting of the
Council The AGM and first full meeting of the Council was held on Thursday 28th May at County Hall. A
cabinet has also been appointed by the elected Leader: ¢ David Bick (Thetford West), Leader, Budget
Responsibility ® Robin Hunter-Clarke (Dereham South), Deputy Leader, Strategy & Local Government
Reorganisation e Justine Thomas (Acle), Chief Whip & Budget Responsibility ® Scott Hussey (The Brecks),
Adult Social Care & Public Health ® Wendy Atkinson (Woodside), Children, Families & SEND e Kabeer
Kher (Yare & Necton), Business, Skills & Agriculture ® Tom Dickerson (Launditch), Highways & Transport
¢ Nick Taylor (Hellesdon), Commercial Assets & Revenue Generation ¢ Pat Gould (Downham Market),
Countryside, Coast & Culture ¢ Jason Butler (Drayton & Horsford), Efficiency, Performance & Pensions
Oversight. | am also very honoured to have been appointed Chairman of the Audit and Governance
Committee. The role of this committee is to scrutinise matters of the Council’s finance and how it is run,
such as audits, risk management, anti-fraud measures, and treasury management. In my role as Chair |
intend to use the position to verify that Norfolk residents are receiving the highest quality of service
from a council which has financial sustainability as one of its core principles. The Reform group
submitted a motion at the AGM which was passed by the council. This called for prioritising frontline
services, value for money, and evidence-based decision making over symbolic or ideological initiatives,
and called for the cabinet member for finance to: 1. Conduct a review of all current Council spending
linked to Net Zero and climate related initiatives. 2. Publish a report setting out the total projected cost
of these initiatives over the next five years. 3. Ensure that future climate-related expenditure
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demonstrates measurable benefit to Norfolk residents and clear value for money before approval. At
the AGM it was also decided via a vote that the political assistant role would be abolished. This will save
the Council £163,000 per year. It has also not resulted in any job losses as the previous contracts expired
at the election. Local Government Re-Organisation (LGR) There are plans for Norfolk to undergo the
biggest change to local government in around 50 years. Currently, Norfolk has 1 county council and 7
district/borough councils which provide different services. However, under the Government’s plans this
will be no more. Instead, the councils will be amalgamated into unitary authorities responsible for all the
services which the two tiers currently provide. The Government’s favoured approach to this is to have 3
unitary authorities — West Norfolk, Greater Norwich, and East Norfolk. The parishes of the current
Waveney Valley Division will all fall under East Norfolk, which encompasses areas such as Diss,
Wymondham, Loddon, Great Yarmouth, Aylsham, Cromer, and Fakenham (yes, Fakenham is apparently
in East Norfolk). Should these plans proceed there will be elections next May to a shadow unitary
authority, with the authority being fully established one year later. Reform UK is opposed to this shake-
up. Norfolk has a strong county identity which will be put under threat by the new council structure.
Currently all of Norfolk is served by the County Council. However, under LGR there will be no over-
arching authority representing all of Norfolk, and just Norfolk. It will likely cause disruption to vital local
services while the transition is taking place, and will be a colossal waste of money. Analysis prepared for
Norfolk County Council predicted a net loss of £246 million over 5 years. Along with the new Reform
administrations of Essex and Suffolk County Councils we will look at options to oppose LGR, including
legal action. East Pye Solar Project East Pye Solar Ltd has applied for development consent to the
Planning Inspectorate (PINS). The proposal consists of 9 solar sites with a total generating capacity of up
to 500MW which are connected by an underground cable route to a battery energy storage system
(BESS), up to three 132 kV project substations and a new National Grid substation. This will encompass
an area of approximately 2,718 acres, and will affect the residents of towns/villages such as Great
Moulton, Long Stratton, Tasburgh, Hempnall, Brooke, with one section stretching into the Waveney
Valley Division north of Woodton. This will have a negative impact on our community for several
reasons: ® Impact on our Landscape and Heritage. This project amounts to the industrialisation of the
countryside with solar panels, substations, fencing and other infrastructure. This will dramatically alter
the rural landscape which is enjoyed by so many locals and visitors alike. ¢ Effect on Residents. There
will be a major impact on residents in terms of the view from their homes and the potential reduction in
property values. Increased traffic during the construction phase will also have a negative impact. ¢ Loss
of agricultural land and the resulting impact on food security. The soil in Norfolk is some of the most
fertile in the entire country, and so the land here should be the last place to consider the placement of
solar panels. With an ever-increasing population and the urban sprawl already occurring, this is a major
issue. ® Far more suitable places for solar panels. There are many places to locate solar panels which will
not detrimentally impact the wellbeing of residents or result in the loss of our green spaces. These
include rooftops, over the top of carparks (also resulting in shade for the cars), and between train tracks.
These | consider to be some the main arguments, but it is not an exhaustive list. | will be doing all | can
to oppose this project and will be working with other councillors and the new cabinet on this issue.
Those who would like to register as an interested party with the Planning Inspectorate can do so here
(deadline is 10th June): https://national-
infrastructureconsenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0110014/register/register-have-your-
say Ofsted Report for Children’s Services Congratulations to all the staff at Norfolk’s Children’s Services
for their fantastic Ofsted Report. They were judged to be Outstanding across the board. This marks a
tremendous turnaround from being judged Inadequate back in 2013. They were visited back in February
and 5 areas were examined: the impact of leaders on social work practice with children and families; the
5



experiences and progress of children who need help and protection; the experiences and progress of
children in care; the experiences and progress of care leavers, and overall effectiveness. Inspectors said:
“Children in Norfolk receive consistently strong services that impact positively on their and their
families' lives. Since the previous inspection in November 2022, leaders have relentlessly continued to
strengthen and enhance practice for children, young people and their families.” The full report can be
found here: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/44/80418 The Norwich Castle: A Royal Palace
Reborn Project Norwich Castle won ‘Restoration or Conservation Project of the Year’ from the Museum
Heritage Awards, seeing off Durham University. A prestigious six-year project by the Norfolk Museums
Service was praised for its Norman keep restoration, which dramatically improved accessibility to the
roof battlements and re-imagined the overall visitor experience. | encourage all to pay a visit. Visiting
this museum as part of a school trip was one of my favourite memories growing up, alongside the Time
and Tide Museum in Great Yarmouth. | can still smell the smoked fish! Norfolk Community Fund The
Norfolk Community Fund reopens in June 2026. This programme, created by Norfolk County Council, is
designed to support small community-led projects and local voluntary activity. Each one of Norfolk’s
county councillors has up to £5,000 to distribute within their division. Groups can apply for £200-£2,500
toward a project. Via a Crowdfunding platform, groups will be asked to match 50% of the funding, which
will double the impact. Grants under £500 do not require such crowdfunding, although this is still
encouraged to increase the total amount dedicated to a project and therefore its effectiveness. So
please get in touch if you have a scheme in mind which you believe may be eligible. According to the
Crowdfunder website, a total of £326,043 was raised last year for 244 projects across Norfolk. Contact
Me | encourage residents to contact me with any local concerns or initiatives they would like me to
assist with: Email: george.boyd.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk Phone: 01603 22426



